This listing of claims will rq)lace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 



(Currently amended) {\ method for controlling access to a product, the method 
omprising tho steps of : 

f (a) receiving a reqilest for a product from a requestor; 
(b) generating, substantially at the time the request is received, a license string that 
controls access to the produc , the license string being generated by encoding at least one of: (i) 
information associated with t le product; and (ii) information associated with the request ; and 



(c) transmitting tl e license string to the requestor. 



2. (Currently amended 
comprises receiving the requ 



The method of claim 1 wherein Gt e p (a'j receiving the request 
St via a distributed communications network. 



3. (Currently amendedt The method of claim 1 wherein step (a) receiving the request 
comprises receiving paymer t information from the requestor. 



4. (Currently amended 
received payment informatibn 



The method of claim 3 further comprising the stop of verifying the 



5. (Currently amended) toie method of claim 1 wherein st e p (b) generating the license string 
comprises using a cryptograp^c process to generate the license string that controls access to the 
product. 



(Previously amended) The method of claim 5 wherein the cryptographic process 
nerates the license string by/ncoding a character text string. 



ne 
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7. (Previously amendec 
generates the license string, 
string excluding capital O, ca] 



The method of claim 5 wherein the cryptographic process 
the license string being encoded as an upper case alphanumeric 
Lpital I, and numbers 0 and 1 . 



8. (Currently amended) Thejpedrod of claim 5 wherein the cryptographic process generates 

the license string by encodin g at lejfst one of : 

a date of creation of thLlte^ise-^FHt gproduct : 

a nimib e r version of us e i^^ e aabf e d by the lic e ns e strin g product ; and 

a typedate of lic e ps e string cr e at e d the request . 




(Previously amended) 
validation information. 



le method of claim 5 wherein the Hcense string includes 



10. (Previously amended) Thp method of claim 1 wherein the license string controls access to 
a single facility. 



1 1 . (Previously amended) T^e method of claim 1 wherein the license string controls access to 
a plurality of facilities. 



12. (Currently amended) 
string to the requestor 
communications network. 



e method of claim 1 wherein stop (c) transmitting the license 
compndes transmitting the license string to the requestor via a distributed 



13. (Previously amended) 
predetermined period of time 

.14. (Previously amended) 
product to function beyond th 



The method of claim 1 wherein the product functions for only a 
f the license string is not entered into the product. 

The method of claim 13 wherein the license string enables the 
; predetermined period of time. 
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15. (Currently amended) A systeii for controlling access to a product, the system 
comprising: 

an input unit receiving a request for a product from a requestor; 

a license string generator in el jctrical communication with the input unit, the license 
string generator producing, substantial! / at the time the request is received, a license string that 
controls access to the produc t, the licet se string being produced by encoding at least one of: (i) 
information associated with the produc ; and (ii) information associated with the request ; and 



an output unit coupled to the 
license string to the requestor. 



icense string generator, the output unit transmitting the 



16. (Currently amended) The sysjtem of claim 15 wherein the input unit is in electrical 
communication with a network^ and pe input unit receives the request for the product via the 
network. 



17. (Previously amended) The syi 
cryptographic engine to produce th^ 



tem of claim 1 5 wherein the license string generator uses a 
cense string. 



18. (Previously amended) The s>|stem of claim 15 wherein the license string controls access 
to a single facility. 

19. (Previously amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the license string controls access 
to a plurality of facilities. 



20. (Currently amended) The s^^stem of claim 15 wherein the output imit is in electrical 
communication with a network^ and the output unit transmits the product and the license string to 

. the requestor via the network. 

2 1 . (Original) An article of mam ifacture having computer-readable program means embodied 
thereon, the computer-readable program means comprising the system of claim 15. 
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22. (Currently amended) An article of manufacture having computer-readable program 
means for electronically distributing a product, the computer-readable program means 
comprising: 

computer-readable program mean > for receiving a request for a product from a requestor; 

computer-readable program means for generating, substantially at the time the request is 
received, a license string that enables the product when supplied by the requesto r, the license 
string being generated bv encoding at le ist one of: (i) information associated with the product; 



and (ii) information associated with the nsquest ; 



computer-readable program mean s for associating the license string with the product; and 
computer-readable program means for transmitting the product and the associated license 
string to the requestor. I 

23. (Original) The article of manufticture of claim 22 further comprising computer-readable 
program means for receiving payment Woimation from the requestor. 

24. (Currently amended) A metlWyf controlling access to a product, the method comprising 
th e st e ps of : / 

receiving a request to access ^ product from a requestor, the product providing access to 



information pertaining to at least one 
forming a license string that 



one project , the license string includi; ig license information and validation information ; and 



transmitting the license string to the requestor. 



25. (Previously added) The me 
distributed communications network 



jroject; 

snables access to the information pertaining to the at least 



hod of claim 24 wherein the request is received via a 



26. (Previously added) The method of claim 24 wherein the request includes payment 
information associated with the requestor. 



646064 vl /PA 
D%$801 !.DOC 



5 



Express Mail Label Number: EV 316 174 104 US 



27. (Currently amended) The method pf claim 26 further comprising th e step of verifying the 
payment information. 

28. (Previously added) The method [of claim 24 wherein a cryptographic process forms the 
license string. 

29. (Previously added) The method of claim 28 wherein the cryptographic process forms the 
license string by encoding a character t< :xt string. 



30. (Previously added) The method of claim 28 wherein the cryptographic process encodes 



the license string as an upper case 
numbers 0 and 1 . 



alphanumeric string excluding capital O, capital I, and 




31. (Previously added) The qi^qd of cl^m 28 wherein the cryptographic process forms the 
license string by encoding: 

a date of creation of the lic^se^ng; 
a number of users enabled by the license string; and 
a type of license string created. 

32. (Currently amended) The /method of claim 28 wherein the liconso string includ e s 
validation information is formed based on the license information . 

33. (Previously added) The method of claim 24 wherein the license string is formed 
substantially at the time the request is received. 

34. (Previously added) The method of claim 24 wherein the license string enables access to 
information pertaining to a plurality of projects. 
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35. (Previously added) The method of cla 



24 wherein the hcense string is transmitted to 



the requestor via a distributed communicationslnetwork. 

36. (Previously added) The method of claim 24 wherein the product functions for only a 
predetermined period of time if the license stmng is not entered into the product. 



37. (Previously added) The method of claim 36 wherein the license string enables the product 
to function beyond the predetermined period of time. 

38. (Previously added) The method off claim 24 wherein the information pertaining to the at 
least one project corresponds to a virtual workroom. 



j 39. (Previously added) The m 
access to files, data, and discussion i 



itho4 of claim 38 wherein the virtual workroom provides 
n associated with the at least one project. 



40. (Previously added) The metho^ of claim 38 wherein the virtual workroom corresponds to 
a collection of HTML pages. 

41. (Currently amended) A system for controlling access to a product, the system 
comprising: 

an input unit receiving a rfequest to access a product from a requestor, the product 
providing access to information perdaining to at least one project; 

a license string generator in electrical communication with the input unit, the license 
string generator forming a license string that enables access to the information pertaining to the 
at least one project , the license string including license information and validation information ; 
and 

an output unit coupled to/the license string generator, the output unit transmitting the 
license string to the requestor. 
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42. (Currently amended) The system of claim 41 wherein the input unit is in elepmcal 
communication with a network^ and the input unit receives the request via the network. 

43. (Previously added) The system of claim 41 wherein the license string ^nerator uses a 
cryptographic engine to produce the license string. 




44. (Previously added) The system of claim 41 wherein the/license string is formed 
\ substantially at the time the request is received. 



45. (Previously added) The system of claim 41 whereip the license string enables access to 
information pertaining to a plurality of projects. 

46. (Currently amended) The sy^f^ of clam 41 wherein the output unit is in electrical 



communication with a network^ and 
the requestor via the network. 



the outpuf unit transmits the product and the license string to 



47. (Previously added) The syrom of claim 41 wherein the information pertaining to the at 
least one project corresponds to4 virtual workroom. 



48. (Previously added) The system of claim 47 wherein the virtual workroom provides access 
to files, data, and disciussion information associated with the at least one project. 

49. (Previmisly added) The system of claim 47 wherein the virtual workroom corresponds to 
a coUectiq^of HTML pages. 



50/ (Previously added) An article of manufacture having computer-readable program means 
wnbodied thereon, the computer-readable program means comprising the system of claim 41. 
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